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My Dear Brother Spinka: - One year ago this Synod, on the unanimous recommendation of the Executive
Committee of the Board of Visitors of Central Theological Seminary, without a dissenting vote, chose you to be
the Professor of Church History. You have accepted this call, we trust, as coming from God and have signified
your willingness to consecrate yourself to the office of teaching as a life-work. In thus entering upon your work,
you are indeed to be congratulated, not only on account of the unbounded confidence of this Synod but also
because of the unusual opportunity that has been placed in your hands. By way of reminding you of the
reasonable expectations of this Synod from you, permit me to mention briefly a few of the factors that
determined your selection. You were chosen, for one reason, because you are a young man. The glory of a
young man is his strength. You have the vigor of body, the versatility and keenness and alertness of mind that
accompany the earlier years of a normal, human life. You have every reason to look forward to a long period
of service in this field wherein you should become increasingly useful as the years roll on. The office to which
you have been chosen can best be filled by one who has grown into it and has had abundant time for research,
reflection, and discipline of mind. Again, you were selected because you seemed to this Synod to be possessed
with a mind peculiarly fitted both by training and temperament to teach - and particularly to teach the difficult
subjects placed...
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