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a fatal influence on thought and belief. When turned from their original import and fixed in some perverted
use, they breed misconception and propagate endless error. The word persona (from which our English person
) meant originally a mask such as ancient actors wore upon the stage. In the Greek and Roman drama all the
parts were performed in masks. Hence very naturally these words came to signify the part performed, the
character represented. We say in English to personate a character; that is, to wear the mask of that character.
From the boards of the theatre the phrase was transferred to the scenes of life. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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