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stationed here at the Highgate location. Six smaller locations report to this facility. During fiscal year 2000, over
1 million applicants for entry were processed at the Highgate location itself. n Immigratio inspectors are trained
and tasked with determining admissibility of applicants for admission in a fair, consistent and timely fashion.
The great majority of applicants at land border ports of entry are admitted after questioning in their vehicle by
an Immigration or a Customs officer, and a review of their documents and their demeanor, and other such
aspects. Individuals deter-mined to need further questioning prior to a determination of their admissibility are
directed into the port of entry for further ques-tioning and further processing by another officer. Since the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, the ports of entry have have been placed on the highest security alert. The
alert en-tails more extensive inspections, closer scrutiny of individuals, their documentation, and their vehicles.
Inspectors have been asked to work longer hours in order to increase presence at the border and to process
traffic timely. Others have been detailed to other locations to assist in traffic management. The INS and
Customs have a special relationship, because of our shared responsibilities at ports of entry. We work closely at
all lev-els, exchanging information, and assigning personnel as needed to manage traffic. The Border Patrol is
an essential element in the border area, since its agents control the areas between the des-ignated ports of
entry. Canada is also a full and important partner...
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