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indexed. Not illustrated. 1858 Excerpt: .of the Britannica. crystal in diCerent directions j1 the discovery of
polarization by reflection is received with characteristic candour, as giving a temporary blow to the undulatory
theory;2 whilst in a later paper the cause of chromatic polarization is convincingly deduced from the principle
of interferences, and in the space of two lines the peculiar coloured laminte occurring in Iceland spar, which
had been noticed by several experimenters, are accounted for. From about 1815 the optical discoveries of
Young (470.) were so intimately connected with those of his younger f friend and rival Fresnel, that it seems best
to defer fjghdeour account of them until we consider (in 3 of this ferred to chapter) the peculiar researches of
Fresnel, which 3. ultimately rendered the phenomena of polarization the most impregnable position of the
partizans of the undulatory theory. The first great step was the conception of transverse vibrations of ether, as
constituting polarization. This, as we shall see, was first published by Young. It is to be regretted that the tardy
and imperfect publication of Fresnel s memoirs on the one hand, and the resolution of Young to adhere to an
anonymous and indirect mode of announcing his discoveries, on the other, render the history of the subject
sometimes obscure. The correspondence between them, first fully published by Dr Peacock, throws some light
upon it; but several important letters have not been recovered. I had intended devoting a portion of this section
to (471.) Dr Young...
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