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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 133 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Copernicus, the astronomer, whose discoveries make him the great
predecessor of Kepler and Newton, did not come from a noble family, as certain other early astronomers have
done, for his father was a tradesman. Chroniclers are, however, careful to tell us that one of his uncles was a
bishop. We are not acquainted with any of those details of his childhood or youth which are often of such
interest in other cases where men have risen to exalted fame. It would appear that the young Nicolaus, for such
was his Christian name, received his education at home until such time as he was deemed sufficiently advanced
to be sent to the University at Cracow. The education that he there obtained must have been in those days of a
very primitive description, but Copernicus seems to have availed himself of it to the utmost. He devoted himself
more particularly to the study of medicine, with the view of adopting its practice as the profession of his life.
The tendencies of the future astronomer were, however, revealed in the fact that he worked hard at
mathematics, and, like one of his illustrious successors, Galileo, the practice of the art of painting had for him a
very great interest, and in it he obtained some measure of success. By the time he was twenty-seven years old, it
would seem that Copernicus had given up the notion of becoming a medical practitioner, and had resolved to
devote himself to science. He was engaged in teaching mathematics, and appears to have acquired some
reputation. His growing fame attracted the notice of his uncle the bishop, at whose suggestion Copernicus took
holy orders, and...
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