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14: Revised Corrected by the Author, With an Introductory
Preface My Dear Sir, In offering you a book, which I fear is little
worthy of your acceptance, and a compliment which has
become valueless, I cannot help expressing my regret at having
no other means of testifying my esteem and respect for one,
who has not only always shown a most kindly feeling towards
myself and my works, but has ever advocated the true interests
of literature. You will, nevertheless, I am sure, receive the tribute
not unwillingly, however inadequate it may be to convey my
thanks for many an act of kindness or to express a feeling of
high esteem founded on no light basis. In the volume I send, you
will find many scenes with which you arc familiar, both in
history and in nature; but one thing, perhaps, will strike you with
some surprise. We have been so much accustomed, in ballad
and story, to see the hero of the forest, Robin Hood, placed in
the days of Richard...
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